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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are 1) to study the production process and production cost of
sweetened rice, 2) to study the starter culture development of sweetened rice production, and 3) to
study the acceptance of the product from starter culture for both the producer and the consumer.

Data about the original production process and the production cost of sweetened rice
were collected by interviewing a producer from Muang District, Suphanburi Province. Three levels
of starter cultures at 2, 5 and 10 per cent were used to inoculate the rice and sensory evaluation of
the resulting products was carried out using the 9 Point Hedonic Scale Test in order to select
appropriate inoculum size. Physical and chemical properties of sweetened rice produced with the
starter culture were analyzed. The producer’s ability to adopt the production process as well as
consumer acceptance of the modified product was determined.

It was found that the ingredients for original sweetened rice production were glutinous
rice, lukpang (starter cake) and sugar at 90.49 0.45 and 9.04 % respectively. The total production
cost was 73 baht per batch. Sweetened rice made by using 5 % of pure starter culture of
Amylomyces rouxiii gave the highest scores for appearance, odour, sweetness, rice softness and
overall acceptability. There were statistically significant differences at 95 % confidence level
between 5 % and 2 or 10 % of the starter culture. Average values for pH, total soluble solids and
alcohol contents of the sweetened rice liquid were 3.5, 45 °Brix and 1.3 % respectively. The
producer was satisfied with the use of starter culture because the production cost and fermentation

time could be efficiently controlled and the product was accepted by the consumers.

Key words: Application, Starter Culture, Sweetened Rice, Commercial
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